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WHAT MUST I DO TO GET THE BADGE?

UG students are required to complete the following tasks:

· Firstly, to pass a basic proficiency test which is aimed at promoting awareness amongst UG student’s of the role played by the National Heritage Board as well as general knowledge of Singapore’s history, heritage and culture, including the national symbols. 

· To complete one of the projects listed by the National Heritage Board (NHB) within a specified duration, depending on the nature of the project. The deadline for the project can be set by the UG teacher i/c, in consultation with UG students. For example, a research project is to be completed within three months.

CRITERIA FOR THE HERITAGE BADGE

The Heritage Badge is awarded only if the UG student meets the following criteria:

a) Attain a minimum score of at least 50% marks of the proficiency test, which is a MCQ test consisting of 25 questions  

(total of 50%)

b) Submit his or her project work which has the basic quality/standard 

(total of 100%)

These 2 main criteria will determine the pass/fail grade for the badge. 

Other useful guidelines which UG teacher i/c can refer to decide if the student should pass/fail the project includes the following: 

Level of commitment

The student is able to see through the project right from the beginning till the end. If it is a group work, all group members should show a fair level of commitment and shows proof of his/ her contributions

Professionalism of project 

The student has displayed some level of professionalism in executing the project, for eg. use of proper English, essay or report-writing (at least 1,000 words, ie, 3-4 A4 size paper), use of relevant resources, references, basic level of research work, presentation/ package/ standard/ style of the project ( hard copy or actual presentation), etc. 

Documentation of learning process

The student shows that he/she has learnt and benefitted from the project and must be supported by proper documentation. Depending on the nature of the project, the student can choose to submit his or her project or a group project, in different formats, depending on the selected topic. For eg, scrap book, journal, multi-media presentation, IT or web-based project, or organising an actual heritage-related event.  

Relevance of topic/ theme of project

The topic/ theme of the Heritage Badge project must be heritage-related and topics should be on Singapore history and heritage. References can be made to other countries/ cultures, if they are linked to or relevant. For topics which require more research work and if students give their own personal perspectives or interpretation of the topic, teacher should give special mention to recognise their creative and logical thinking, organisation skills as well as special efforts put into the project. For example, food trail of Chinatown and history of Chinese food, as compared to Chinatown heritage trail covering very familiar sites.

SUMMARY TABLE ON HERITAGE BADGE

Criteria includes:-

1) Proficiency Test 

2) Project Work  (at least 1,000 words, 3-4 A4 size pages)

Breakdown:

Content

Presentation 

Organisation

Relevance

Grand Total ( test + project) 
Categories of Badges:

Heritage Badge

Heritage Badge ( special mention) 


30% 

70%

30 

10

10

20

100%

All general passes (50% minimum pass in proficiency test & the project work)

These are based on UG teachers i/c who feel that the students put in extra efforts to produce very high quality heritage projects. 

They can either be submitted to NHB for their comments/ or they could be used for school exhibition/display at NHB’s events, for eg. Singapore Heritage Festival    

GUIDELINES ON EVALUATION OF NATIONAL HERITAGE BADGE 

· UG teachers i/c will be monitoring and evaluating the UG students’ National Heritage Badge Projects.  They can consult the National Heritage Board (NHB) for comments or inputs if necessary. Projects which do not meet the minimum criteria should be rejected by the UG teachers i/c and  students will be asked to re-submit their projects again. UG teachers are encourage to differentiate heritage projects which are of basic standard and those which are outstanding, so that they can be given special mention. 

· UG teachers i/c are encouraged to find avenues where they can display the outstanding heritage projects, for eg. during History or Humanities Week, Library Week, UG events, community centres, etc, so that the projects can also benefit other students and help to promote better understanding of Singapore’s heritage and culture. This will also be an effective way to motivate UG students for their hardwork and commitment put in. 

· For some heritage projects, UG teachers or students could explore if they could be considered as a Community Involvement Programme ( CIP ), for eg, for projects which involve students to volunteer at NHB events. CIP teachers i/c should be informed and approval to be sought. However, it is important that besides fulfilling the number of CIP hours, the student still has to meet the basic criteria for a heritage project, ie, documentation of his or her learning process during the guiding sessions.

· In the case of event organising, for eg. organising a heritage trail or treasure hunt for the school, UG teachers i/c and students could try to get the support of other teachers and students. For example, a working  committee can be set up, with the UG students playing the key role in planning and implementation of the event. Participants of a treasure hunt  do not qualify for the heritage badge project, only those who are involved in the planning and organising are entitled to get the badge. 

·    For some schools, UG teachers i/c often try to work closely with History, National Education or Humanities teachers, for eg. to seek assistance in the evaluation of the heritage projects. Their professional opinion or comments will be valued and incorporated by the UG teachers. UG teachers i/c or students could explore the feasibility of using relevant topics from some subjects or school curriculum for their Heritage Badge projects. This will help the students to “kill 2 birds with one stone”, to complete heritage project, which could be submitted as a National Heritage Badge Project, as well as a History/ Social Studies project. Otherwise, students tend to be taxed to complete too many projects. However, this has to be thoroughly discussed and agreed by the various parties, ie, UG teacher i/c, subject teachers and UG students. 

PROJECTS

Heritage Trails 

· This can be in different forms: 

· Designing a journal/ brochure on the newly designed Heritage Trail. This could include historic sites, national monuments, school or community trails, etc

· planning and organising a Heritage Trail or Treasure Hunt for the school/ UG event, etc

Research Projects

· Designing and compiling an Information Booklet/ brochure on National Monuments and / or historic places in Singapore based on proposed themes.

· Tracing your family or someone's genealogy, ie, family tree (can be related to oral history project ), up to about 3 generations. Besides personal family history, the project should also use Singapore’s history as a backdrop. This could include a Oral History Project ( School, Family or Community ), depending on the theme of the project. 

· Creating a IT-based heritage project, for eg. multi-media programme, CD-ROM, or web-based project on heritage-related topics

Volunteering at NHB events/ exhibitions and other projects related to Singapore heritage

· In consultation with NHB. This could be part of  CIP ( Community Involvement Programme ) but is subjected to approval by CIP teacher i/c. For eg. Singapore HeritageFest. 

Promotion of National Symbols

· To explore interesting ways to educate schools and the public about Singapore’s national symbols. For eg, designing an information booklet, board or card games, posters, web-based pages, etc

For any heritage-related topics which are not listed above, the Uniformed 

Groups teachers i/c have to write in to NHB to check if their proposed 

topics are relevant for the Heritage Badge and necessary approval has to 

be sought. 

AWARD OF BADGE

· The badge will be awarded as soon as the projects are assessed by UG teachers i/c. Subsequently, the UGs will submit the name list of UG students with a brief description of their heritage projects to the respective UG Headquarter. A copy of the name list will also be sent to NHB for their reference. The UG Headquarters will then issue the badges to the UG teachers i/c, which will then distribute the badges to their students. 

Research Projects

Designing an Information Booklet on National Monuments and / or historic places in Singapore 

Minimum Criteria for a PASS

· to research on the places and produce at least 3-4 pages of research notes, about 1,000 words

Heritage Projects ( Special Mention)

· interesting/creative approach

· use of primary sources/ archival materials, documentation

Tracing your family or someone's genealogy, ie, family tree (can be related to oral history project ), up to about 3 generations. Besides personal family history, the project should also use Singapore’s history as a backdrop
Heritage Projects ( Special Mention)

· interesting/creative approach

· use of primary sources/ archival materials, documentation

· family tree (upto 3 generations), show links to Singapore history (1page)

· include oral history interviews ( School, Family or Community ) : at least one person ( about 2 hrs of interview), with transcript written as well. 

Creating a multi-media programme or web-based project on heritage-related topics
Minimum Criteria for a PASS

· to research on the places and produce at least 2 pages of research notes, about 500 words

· to develop a powerpoint/ multi=media project for eg. website on heritage topics

· (about 5 pages) 

Heritage Projects ( Special Mention)

· interesting/creative approach

· use of primary sources/ archival materials, documentation

Volunteering at NHB events/ exhibitions, for eg. Singapore HeritageFest
Volunteering at NHB events/ exhibitions and other projects related to Singapore heritage, in consultation with NHB. This could be part of  CIP ( Community Involvement Programme ) but is subjected to approval by CIP teacher i/c

Minimum Criteria for a PASS

· at least 8 hours of volunteering services at NHB event

· includes training to be provided by NHB (2 hrs) 

· to complete evaluation form on CIP (1 page)

Heritage Project ( Special Mention) 

· serve more than 16 hours of CIP programme

Promotion of National Symbols
To explore interesting ways to educate schools and the public about Singapore’s 

national symbols. For eg, designing an information booklet, board or card games, 

posters, web-based pages, etc

Minimum Criteria for a PASS

· to write a 500-800 pages (2-3 pages) on the significance of National Symbols. This should include history of Singapore events, in the context when these symbols were developed.(at least 3 national symbols to be covered)

· to do a proto-type of the game/project on national symbols, for eg. web page, 

Planning and organising a Heritage Trail or Treasure Hunt for the school/  UG event, etc
Minimum Criteria for a PASS

· to research on the places for the trail (2 pages of research, about 500 words).

· to conduct at least 3 meetings for the event/this could include recees)

· to show ability in project mangement (eg. organising manpower, logistics.

· to get students’ participation of the trail


Heritage Projects (Special Mention)

· the event was successfully organised, feedback from school/teachers/fellow students

· interesting places/approach adopted for the trail

Guidelines on Designing Heritage Trails - Designing a Heritage Trail 

·  to design a journal/ brochure on the newly designed Heritage Trail based on    
 historic sites, national monuments, school or community trails, etc

Minimum Criteria for a PASS

· to research on the places and produce at least 3-4 pages of research notes, about 3-4 pages 

· to have at least conducted 2 recees on the places, with documentation (eg. photos/and journal notes

· to do a power point presentation to fellow UG students on the trail

· to produce a brochure on the heritage trail (a paragraph each, accompanied by a photo of the site )

Heritage Projects (Special Mention) should display:

· high quality of research resources (primary sources, archival photos, interesting write-up),

· innovative, creative themes/approach/brochure

*  For any heritage-related topics which are not listed above, the Uniformed Groups teachers i/c have to write in to NHB to check if their proposed topics are relevant for the Heritage Badge and necessary approval has to be sought
